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Advanced Options
Take the next step with digital single-lens reflex cameras and housings.
BY JACK AND SUE D R A F A H L

igital cameras are just now taking a
strong hold on the underwater marketplace. With each passing day,
more divers are switching to housed digital
point-and-shoot cameras.
Manufacturers are providing housings
for the more popular point-and-shoot cameras such as the Nikon Coolpix 995, Olympus C-3030, Sony SDC-S75 and Canon G2.
The advantage of these systems is that they
are compact, have plenty of features and
usually include around three megapixels of
storage capacity. Some higher-resolution
point-and-shoot cameras include the Nikon
5000 and Olympus C-4040. These economical digital cameras usually cost less
than $ 1,000, with the same cost for a housing. They make up the bulk of the under-

water digital cameras used today.
But what sort of digital options are
available for the advanced amateur or professional underwater photographer? These
shooters are used to the flexibility of housed
SLR (single-lens reflex) cameras, with lens
interchangeability, through-the-lens viewing
and motor-driven film advance. Thanks to
the introduction of several SLR camera
housings, these photographers can shoot
digital underwater, too.
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MAKING CHOICES

SLR housings can be divided into two
distinct groups.
The first type of camera housing
bridges the gap between point-and-shoot
cameras and SLR cameras, so we have

dubbed this collection bridge cameras.
Most have all the features of the SLR camera except that they come with a permanently mounted zoom lens. This allows you
to cover the entire range of photography
from wide angle to telephoto with a single
lens. This group includes the Olympus E20n, Sony DSC-F707, Minolta DiMage 7
and Fuji FinePix 6900 Zoom.
Light & Motion has just introduced the
Titan housing for the Olympus E-lOn and
E-20n cameras. This housing comes with a
revolutionary new strobe-control device that
gives the user up to 12 manual power levels on most common TTL-compatible
strobes. For more details, call 831-645-1525
or check out our expanded coverage of this
product at www.sportdiver.com/jun02/titan.
The second type of housing is
designed for SLR digital cameras. These
cameras have all the features of an SLR film
camera and generally use the same interchangeable lenses. Since most advanced
amateur and professional photographers
have already made a significant investment
in flashes and lenses, the addition of a new
digital camera body and housing can provide them with even more versatility.

THE ULTIMATE DIVE
BACK IN H/K AND YELLOW

POSEIDON CYKLON 5000
Retro a la 1958, with todays materials. A workhorse that has been everywhere:

NEW MSRP $485.00

POSEIDON JETSTREflM/ODIN
US Navys choice. World record deep dive regulator. Servo assisted:

NEW MSRP $460.00

With focus on making Your every dive THE ULTIMATE DIVE, Poseidon is now back in
full line and strength. The complete range of products are now available at your local dive
center were they will help You with support and service.
Trelleborg-Viking, as of October 1.2001. the new US distributor for Poseidon Diving Systems announces to every divers satisfaction a new very aggressive pricing schedule.
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For information and the complete range of products ptease visit www.poseidon.se
Distributed by:
Trelleborg-Viking
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Inc.

170 West Road. Suite 1 Portsmouth, NH 03801
Tel (800) 344-4458, Fax (603) 436-1392
e-mail, tvi.usa@trelleborg.com
|J www.vikingdiving.com
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Light & Motion Titan SLR digital housing

The biggest advantage of both types of
SLR cameras is the ability to see the exact
image in the viewfinder. This allows critical
focus calculations and composition decisions. Often these factors are the difference
between a prize-winning picture and an
ordinary snapshot.
With SLRs, there is no time delay
between pressing the shutter and taking the
picture. This time delay is one of the biggest
downfalls of underwater point-and-shoot
cameras, especially when trying to capture
a fish in motion.
PROVIDING SOLUTIONS

Since point-and-shoot digital cameras
dominate the underwater world at this time,

you'll find very few housed digital SLR cameras. This is understandable because the relatively low demand for an SLR system
makes for a costly investment for manufacturers. Thankfully, though, some have taken
the plunge and provided solutions for photographers who demand the quality of digital SLR underwater.
Ikelite came to our rescue when we
asked them to house our Fuji FinePix SI Pro

Seacam D1X SLR digital housing

SLR digital camera. We quickly headed
down to test the system at Sunset House on
Grand Cayman. There was very little difference in handling between the digital camera and a film camera, except that we could
now shoot more than 36 exposures. We also
were able to view each shot after we took it

Ikelite SLR digital housing

and make corrections or modifications.
The people at Ikelite can make custom
housings for many different SLR digital camera models. To find out more, call 317-9234523 or go online and visit www.sport
diver.com/ebrochure/ikelite.
There is a new addition to the SLR housing market with the introduction of the Seacam, designed to house the Nikon Dl, D1X
and D1H cameras. This heavy-duty, compressed aluminum housing is marketed in the
United States by underwater photographer
Stephen Frink. Go online and visit www.sea
camusa.com for more information.
Send your questions to digitalduo@jackand
suedrafahl.com.

Win
the
Dive
Trip
of
a
Lifetime!
Enter this contest and you might win a dream dive trip for 4 to the
Cayman Islands! The trip includes 8 days 7 nights at the luxurious
"The Club" in Little Cayman. The trip includes meals, diving, air
from Miami on Cayman Airways, and Island Air.

Contest Rules
In 50 words or less, tell us
why you want to visit and
dive the Cayman Islands. .
Entrant must be a certified
diver, or enrolled in a
scuba course. Entries
become the property of
the Cayman Islands
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no entries will be returned
to the sender.

Get the facts
Entries will be judged on
originality, creativity
and knowledge of the
Cayman Islands. Do your
research now. You can
learn about Cayman
Islands diving by clicking
onto www.divecayman.ky

To Enter
You can enter by clicking
on www.sportdiver.com
and enter through the
"Win the dive trip of a
lifetime" banner on the
Sport Diver home page, or
send your entry by mail to:

Cayman Islands
Dive Trip of a Lifetime
Sport Diver Magazine
P.O. Box 8500
Winter Park, FL
32790-8500
All entries must be received by
Nov. 30, 2002.
Winning entry wijl be posted on
Sport Diver website.
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