SUE DRAFAHL ADVANCED TECHNIQUES AND BEGINNERS'
TIPS FOR UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHERS
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AND THOSE WHO WANT TO BE

Tell A Story

INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS ARE OKAY, BUT A PHOTO DIARY OF YOUR

B “It was incredible. You should have seen ENTIRE TRIP IS MORE FUN FOR YOUR FRIENDS AND A MUCH

itl” How many times have you heard this BETTER WAY TO PRESERVE YOUR MEMORIES.
from divers expounding on the exploits of
their last dive trip? They had some great
pictures to show, but they really didn’t tell
the whole story. Sure, there were some fan-
tastic underwater pictures of a cuttlefish,
but when you asked about the resort, they
didn’t have a single picture.

It's really too bad when these dive trav-
elers spend thousands of dollars on a trip
and then don’t keep more of a visual record.
They were having so much fun they thought
they would never forget. Yet, with time their
memories slowly fade.

EASY EQUIPMENT

Cameras today are compact and their
versatility makes them easy to take every-
where. Film, too, has been improved, offer-
ing higher ISO speeds that provide excellent
results in most any lighting. You can get
great quality images from point-and-shoot
cameras small enough to fit in the palm of
your hand.

In fact, you can often find professional
photographers taking along a compact
point-and-shoot camera so they can capture
fun photos for their personal scrapbook in-
between their work assignments. There are
even one-time-use cameras that are water-
proof, which makes them great on the dive
boat or on the beach.

Digital cameras are quickly becoming very popular.You cantake  can be assured that the visual story you are telling has no missing
a picture and it instantly appears on the screen for you to view. You  chapters. Best of all, if you don’t like a picture, simply press a button

and it’s gone.
= B So now there is no excuse for not taking a camera with you
P'h OtO F‘Iexibﬂ,ity wherever you go. You don’t have to make a professional production
of visual story telling, just grab shots when you can. If you can’t cap-
B If you can use one camera to accomplish two jobs, you'll save fum-  ture everything, don’t worry about it. No one is going to grade you
bling with different cameras and packing space in your luggage. Sea  afterwards.The idea is to have fun, and let your photo collection rein-
& Sea’s MX-10 is totally waterproof and features an internal flash that  force all your incredible moments.
allows you to capture all the topside action. Its lenses can be changed Now you just need to start thinking like a storyteller. Remem-
underwater, so you're not limited to one type of U/W picture during  ber film is the cheapest part of a dive vacation, so go for it. Take a pic-
your dive. Photo Tip courtesy of Sea & Sea Underwater Photography:  ture at the airport, maybe one while on the plane, another shot of
760-929-1909 or on the Web at www.seaandsea.com. your dive buddy struggling with the luggage and, of course, one

PROPERLY TELLING THE STORY OF YOUR DIVE VACATION MEANS TAKING PHOTOS OF MORE THAN JUST FISH.
YOU'LL WANT TO SHOOT DIVE BUDDIES AND PLENTY OF TOPSIDE, TOO.
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where you all are collapsed after a hard day.
You get the idea, right? Don't be afraid to
take more than one photo of a situation. Try
different angles; wide angle, distance shots
and close-ups. Include funny signs, flowers,
unique foods, crazy people, your room, par-
ties and scenes aboard the dive boat. All
these photos will later help remind you of all
the fun.

Extend this storytelling attitude into
your underwater pictures. Don’t take all
close-up animal pictures or all wide-angle
reef pictures. People want to see how the
underwater world looks and live your whole
dive experience. Show giant stride entries,
shooting from the boat and from the water.
Get your dive group and your animal
encounter. And save a few frames for the
safety stop. This is frequently where the fun-
niest moments happen.

There is a wide assortment of different
point-and-shoot cameras that enable you to
capture something to please every viewer.

Ikelite has a great selection of small
housings that will fit a variety of these small
cameras. Sea & Sea offers the MX-s for those
just starting out and the MX-10, which
allows you to change lenses underwater. This
is an ideal camera for storytelling, as you can
take a wide-angle shot of the reef, switch
lenses and then document a fish, nudibranch
or starfish.

MAKING IT MAKE SENSE

Now you have returned from your trip
and need to organize your photos. Be selec-
tive; you don’t have to include every photo
you took. You need to view it as a visual diary.
That said, you should also be flexible. Some
pictures won't conform to a strict chrono-
logical format. That's okay. Use them where
they make the most sense to you, or where
they are the funniest. You may even want to
create a photo scrapbook of all your out-
takes - nothing but goofiness!

If you have prints, put them in a scrap-
book in the order of your travels. As your
friends thumb through your scrapbook,
they will feel like they took the trip with
you. If you took slides, place them in a tray
and show them in chronological order. Dig-
ital cameras can output directly to a televi-
sion screen or transfer your images to VHS
tape.

By taking a bit more time to document
your vacation of a lifetime, you will now have
mementos. No longer will you will have to
say, “I| guess you had to be there.” Now you
can say, “Let me show you!” N\
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Luxury liveaboard cruises in
The Bahamas Out Islands

A departure from the ordinary
only on the Aqua Cat

Starting Summer 2001

PO Box 66-1658 Miami, FL 33266 - Toll-Free 1 888 327-9600 -« Fax 305 885-3323
www.aquacatcruises.com
email: sp@aquacatcruises.com

“One of the Top Ten Dive Values in the World”

-RSD Readers’ Choice Awards
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Fl_]l Dive Deals from $1439

Includes r/t air from LAX, 7 nights accommodations, diving and transfers!
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WarmDivesCoolDeals.com/1
Or call toll-free 1-866-FJ-4-DIVE \ AIR PACIFIC
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«.v.» The Fiji Islands... The One Truly Relaxing Tropical Getaway.
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