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Fuji NHGII 800
The creation of high quality images
depends on many variables. Professional photographers can master most
of the technical problems that arise, but
varying light levels is tough to control.
Most of today's photo equipment is
dedicated to helping photographers
combat the lighting demons. Of course,
there is always the option to use a faster
film in low and varying light, but that is
usually reserved as the last resort.
Photographers are continually concerned about compromising image
quality by using a faster film. Thanks to
new technological advancements, pro-

fessional photographers can now confidently select Fuji's NHGII 800 color
negative film.
The first time we ran into this film, we
were on a shooting expedition in Fiji,
where we were shooting Fuji Superia
color negative films. The folks at Fuji
added a half dozen NHGII 800 rolls for
us to shoot during our other film test.
Our first thought was, "How good
could an ISO 800 film be?" The ISO 400
films have been getting pretty good, but
an ISO 800 film seemed beyond what
we deemed, professional standards.
What the heck, we'd give it a try. When

all the editorial dust had settled, we analyzed the images and were shocked.
This film was good; no, better than
good.. .it was very good!
When our editor, Bill Hurter, asked us
if we wanted to do the test on NHGII
800, we hesitated. Looking at the spec
sheets on NHGII 800, we saw that it
seemed to be designed specifically for
the portrait photographer. Portraits are
not really our specialty. Yes, we have
been professionally trained in portraiture, but even when we had our studio
in full force, we specialized in commercial photography. We answered the
phone: "We don't do people." Asking
fish to stop swimming for a second and
pose for a shot or two was our idea of
portraiture.
We decided it was time to try a new
film testing concept. We contacted several working professional portrait photographers who had used NHGII 800
and evaluated their film results. We
appreciate the efforts of Frank Cricchio,
Lori Rose Fehr and Bruce Hudson for
their help with this film test. They took
time out of their busy schedules to provide us with information on why each
of them liked the film. Each person also
provided us with a cross section of negatives and prints so we could loupe the
negatives and evaluate how well they
printed.

Not portrait artists, the Drafahls' idea of a portrait is, "Asking fish to stop swimming for a second and pose for a shot or two." Extended depth of
field and excellent color saturation are the benefits of NHGII used underwater. Photo by the authors.
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Technology Foundation

While we waited for the images to
arrive, we looked closer at the press
releases and the tech sheets to better
understand the foundation of this film's
technology. As it turns out, we had
already done most of the research, as
NHGII 800 uses similar technologies
found in Fuji's Superia films. Here are
some of the technological highlights.
Real Tone Technology is designed to
maintain true-to-life skin tones.
Super Fine Grain Technology keeps
the grain structure at a level of presentday ISO 400 films, but adds one additional stop of exposure.
Emulsion Layer Stabilizing Technology keeps the image from changing
before and after the film is processed.
Super Hexagonal Grain Technology
is a method of minimizing flare, a common problem when working in low
and mixed lighting.
Super Concerted/Composite Coupler Technology renders saturated but
accurate colors throughout the exposure curve.
As each group of negatives and prints
arrived, we viewed each image though a
film loupe, and then re-scanned them
using photo scanners. We compared
one and all, zoomed in, checked the DMax levels, and most importantly,
examined grain structure. Color quality
was important, but the grain structure
was the critical key to qualifying this
film as a viable professional tool. The
8x10 color prints demonstrated a very
fine grain pattern, which is exceptional
for an ISO 800 film. The color saturation, flesh tones, and tonal gradation
seem no different than those of a much
lower ISO portrait film. NHGII 800 was
definitely a winner!
Portrait photographers can now have
a new way of thinking. Instead of using
high speed film as a last resort, Fuji
NHGII 800 can be used as their standard film choice. The high ISO allows
photographers to venture into areas of
portrait photography never before possible. They can shoot in lower light levels and maintain sharp images. Situations once impossible without extra
lighting equipment may now be feasible. NHGII provides that extra ISO edge
for active portrait subjects and increased

depth-of-field to capture large groups.
NHGII translates into additional creative control over the final image for
the professional photographer.
Lori Rose Fehr

Lori Rose Fehr was very concerned

when she learned that NHG 400 was
being replaced by an ISO 800 film. Her
Fuji representative assured her that the
new film was even better than its predecessor. So, she ran the film through the
paces using soft, non-direct lighting and
even occasions where the subjects were
backlit with strong lighting ratios.

Care to slip into something
more comfortable?

Let G.R show you how
See us at this seasons' photography tradeshows, or call: 1-800-888-1934
visit: www.gpalbums.com or e-mail: gpalbums@aol.com
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Lori Rose Fehr was amazed when
she got her first rolls of NHCII back
from the lab. Not convinced, she
made a 40x60-inch print and compared it side by side to one made
with NHC, a 400-speed film. She
has since changed over to NHCII
for almost everything she shoots.
Photo by Lori Rose Fehr.

Lori says, "When I received the film
back from the lab, I was amazed! The
colors were not only as good as, but better than the original NHG. I examined
the negatives under a loupe and found
the grain structure to be at least as tight
as the old film.
"I felt the best test would be to enlarge
the NHGII negative up to 40x60, and
then place the image side by side next
to a photograph of the same size printed
from the original NHG. The results were
clear—the new NHGII film had better
color and grain structure that the older
film."
"Since then," Lori states, "I have gone
on to use the NHGII film exclusively for
all my environmental portraits. When
photographing children, an extra stepup on the shutter speed dial can make
or break the success of the session."
Frank Cricchio

Frank Cricchio had a few words to say
about his "Indian Spirit," an image he
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Of Chechia's Slot
Canyon shot, the
photographer says,
"The film speed of
ISO 800 allowed me
to use a faster shutter speed, which
enabled me to use a
model in the photograph. " Photo by
Frank Cricchio.

Using NHCII
"...has allowed
me to work later
into evening,
catching the
'sweet light'that
much longer."
Hudson finds the
film comparable in
color saturation
and grain too
much slower film.
Photo by Bruce
Hudson.

Employee owned companies
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photographed in Slot Canyon. "I chose
Fuji NHGII color negative film because
of the film speed and fine grain with
excellent color. The film speed of ISO
800 allowed me to use a faster shutter
speed, which enabled me to use a
model in the photograph. The exposure in this canyon would have been
too slow with ISO 160 speed film."

The image of the girl in the swimsuit
was made with a Hasselblad Camera
and NHGII. According to Cricchio,
"This was a sunlight situation with
flash-fill. The NHGII was rated at ISO
800 and the flash fill was also set to
800, resulting in a balanced highlight
and shadow image."

The New PowerLight PL2 Series
Features Include:

The 1000ws
PowerLight 2500DR

• Digital precision control of flash and
modeling in 1/1 Oth or 1/2 stop increments.

$799.112

• Versatility of a 6 full f-stop range.
• Dependable microprocessor control
and voltage regulation.

• Optional Remote & Digital Display
NEW TECHNOLOGY!
Optional accessories for the 1250DR and
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• Infrared wireless remote control &
display for the flash and modeling power
settings. The hand-held remote will control
9 individual PL2 PowerLights". You can
change your flash or modeling settings from
anywhere in the studio.

Photo by Frank Cricdo

Bruce Hudson

Bruce Hudson says that "NHGII has
allowed me to work later into the
evening, catching the 'sweet light' that
much longer. This film has incredible
color saturation and virtually no grain!
If s hard to believe that this is an 800
speed film, but it is!"
We couldn't have said it better.

• Digital remote display and controller
for precise control and visibility. The wired
remote allows you to change the flash setting
without lowering the boom arm, opening a
soft box or moving behind a portrait subject.
• Computer wireless control allows you
to set up to 9 individual PL2 PowerLights"
in the studio and save unlimited files for
each and every studio setup. IBM compati' '
format for windows 95-98 operation.
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Photo by Bruce Hudson

lack and Sue Drafahl are freelance journalists/
photographers living in the Pacific Northwest. They
have owned and operated a custom lab and service
bureau, Image Concepts, for many years. They can be
reached at: concepts@padfier.com/.

Imagine being able to control your set lighting from a computer screen. Fantasy becomes reality with
Photogenic's exclusive Wireless System Controller Software. Call 800-682-7668 today for details!

See us at WPPI Las Vegas-Booth 526
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