BENCHER SUDEMATE COPYSTAND
It's a Whole System and a Real Worker
by Jack and Sue Drafahl
When PHOTOgraphic
magazine told us we
were to review a
copy stand, we weren't very excited. After all, what's in a
copy stand? A baseplate, two lights,
and an upright column with camera
carriage. It's true that copy stands are
pretty simple in design, but they do
differ considerably from one manufacturer to the next. We found this very
true when we unpacked the Bencher
Slidemate copy system.
We decided that our first test would
be to see if this simple copy stand
could be assembled without looking at
the instructions (who has time to read
the instructions?). In ten minutes the
copy stand was ready for use. Maybe
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this product review was going to be
fun after all.
Actual assembly and disassembly
consists of four (ViX20) bolts at the
base of the column, two ('/iX20) bolts
for each light, and one quartz lamp for
each copy reflector. The 18% gray
baseplate is 19X20 inches allowing for
copy work up to 16X20 inches.
The two light arms are attached under the edge of each side of the baseboard. These arms extend out at a 45°
angle and hold six-inch quartz light reflectors and 150-watt bulbs. The lamp
cords can then be inserted into special
plastic clamps that adhere to the light
arms, which keep the cords out of the
way. Each reflector base is ventilated
to allow cooling. An incident meter

reading from the baseboard showed no
more than !/io of an f-stop change in
exposure from one side to the other.
The most critical part of any copy
stand is its column and camera carriage. The 36-inch fluted Bencher column is lightweight, but at the same
time extremely steady. Medium- and
small-format cameras can be attached
at four different points on the carriage
baseplate, depending on where your
tripod socket is located on your camera. This camera baseplate is layered
with a corklike material that keeps the
camera in place.
A large knurled knob on the right
allows smooth movement of the camera up and down the column. A smaller knob on the left tightens down the

carriage and camera when the camera
is correctly focused.
A unique device on the carriage allows an additional horizontal movement once the camera is focused and
locked down. This movement is made
possible because of two large rails that
run through the main carriage. This
makes it easy to align artwork.
We made vibration tests on the
Slidemate using several different cameras at a variety of shutter speeds.
Photos taken at the most critical shutter speeds from '/is to 1 second were all
very sharp, and showed no movement
from mirror slap or external vibrations. This copy stand kept looking
better and better to us.
Color copy with the 150-watt quartz
lamps was well balanced with tungsten
film and daylight film with the 80A filter. The 18% gray base was handy
when taking meter readings.
SYSTEM ALTERNATIVES
Bencher has designed the Slidemate
copy stand to be an add-on system, offering the basic copy stand, which
weighs 29 pounds, for $250, or the
Slidemate copy stand with quartz
lights, at 36 pounds, for $395.
Bencher has teamed up with Polaroid to provide a third package, the Instant Slidemate Copy System, which
includes the Slidemate with quartz
lights, Polaroid Power Processor, an
illuminated slide mounter, a light-strip
box, several books, Wess gels, a gray
card, instructional materials and video
tape, as well as film coupons from Polaroid. This package weighs 49 pounds
and sells for $675.
A wide variety of accessories are
available to adapt the Slidemate to all
copy situations: a copy holdown device, precision leveling camera plate,
fine focusing and centering device,
camera quick release, camera reflection shields, column scales, and extra
camera plate.
We conduct seminars requiring the
use of a copy stand in such remote locations as small islands in the Bahamas. We hate trying to use a makeshift
copy setup with tripods and lightbulbs.
We could envision packing the Bencher Slidemate in a small case and including it in our luggage on our next
seminar trip. But then, we would have
to take it out of commission from our
studio where it was performing like a
champ, doing hundreds of copy slides
a day. The Slidemate was competing
with some of the bigger, more expensive copy stand systems, yet the more
we used this Bencher Slidemate, the
more we liked it. For more information, contact Bencher, 333 W. Lake
St., Chicago, IL 60606; telephone
(312) 263-1808.
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The one battery
giving flash
photographers
one less
worry.
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On assignment or on the road, professional
photographers know the Quantum Battery will
recycle their flash in less than four seconds*.
And do it at least 250 times on one charge*.
Nothing else gives them anything like this
kind of reassurance. The Quantum Battery is
worry-free power and performance.
That's why it's the choice of most news and
sports photographers on virtually all major
papers, wire services, photo magazines, and
by the most highly regarded wedding
photographers and serious amateurs.
You should be using the Quantum Battery!
See your dealer.
Quantum Instruments, Inc., 1075 Stewart
Avenue, Garden City, NY 11530.
(516)222-0611. Telex: 284052.
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'Typical Vivitar 283
full manual using OBI.

t QUANTUM BATTERY
Please send me FREE Quantum Catalog.

THE ZONE VI CATALOG
32 PAGES OF QUALITY
ZONE VI STUDIOS designs and manufactures specialized photographic equipment, conducts a summer workshop
program and publishes a Newsletter.
Innovative design, exacting construction and expert service have made
ZONE VI the preferred outfitter to particular photographers since 1972.
We manufacture many products and
test them under working conditions.
Their quality permits us to guarantee
them unconditionally.

CALL TOLL FREE 1 -800-621-5559*
or mail this form for a FREE CATALOG
Name

Address

City _
Zip_.
State
•For orders and customer service, call 1-802-257-5161
• In Illinois call 1-800-972-5855

ZONE VI

STUDIOS INC

265 Elm St., Newfane, Vermont 05345
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