TEST DRIVE

by Jack and Sue Drafahl

Taking the Turns
with a Sleek, New,
Souped-Up Maxxum
hen our friends heard that we
were test-driving a new Maxxum 7000i, with its sleek black
body and hidden panel controls, computer tracking and complete automatic
control system, they kept looking in
our driveway. When we told them the
7000i was a camera, they looked surprised and asked, "What's so special
about Minolta's Maxxum 7000i?" The
best answer we found was to tell them
the "i" in 7000i stands for intelligent.
According to Webster's, "intelligent"
is defined as: skillful, revealing or reflecting good judgment or sound
thought, and clever. During this test
drive, we will show why Minolta's intelligent 700CH Maxxum is a camera of
the future.

W

INTELLIGENT AUTOFOCUS
The most impressive intelligence in
the 7000i is the improved autofocus
system. Minolta has gone out of their
way to make the best autofocus system
possible. When you pick up the 7000i
and press the shutter release halfway
down, the focus is so quiet and fast
that you may not see it focus and assume something is wrong.
Because of a special AF illuminator
that is activated when the light level
drops very low, autofocus is fast and
accurate in light levels so low that
manual focus is impossible. This AF illuminator can project a beam of red
LED light out to 30 feet, enabling the
autofocus sensor to focus on extremely
low-contrast subjects in low light.
The multi-sensor AF Module inside
the 7000i allows the photographer to
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switch from narrow focus to wide focus, or you can toggle back and forth.
If the dominant subject is near the center of the photo, narrow focus should
be used, and if the subject is off-center,
the wide focus should be selected. If
two subjects fall in the wide focus area,
the sensors will select the subject clos-

est to the camera.
The wide focus area is especially
handy for scenics with open blue sky
and a subject that is to the left or right
of center. If you used the narrow focus
when taking this type of photo, the
camera would get lost and have trouble finding a focus point. But if the
wide focus is selected, the camera finds
it easier to focus on moving subjects
and off-center subjects.
The most impressive function of the
7000i is the predictive focus control.
For optimum sharpness with moving
subjects, focus must be adjusted right
up to the instant of exposure. This system can track a subject and keep it in
focus, even with the mirror moving up
and down between shots. This system
is so accurate that it computes the
change in focus even after the mirror

has moved up for exposure, and shifts
the focus slightly to compensate for
subject movement.
We tested this system extensively on
airplanes, cars, hang gliders, dune buggies, birds, and a variety of other moving subjects. For the first time, we
were able to follow focus on a subject
as it approached us, and when it got
too large and filled the frame, we
could zoom back and forth or pan the
subject—all the while everything staying in focus. The 7000i's an action
photographer's dream come true!
We were able to concentrate totally
on composing the subject and not worry about focus. We just put our faith
in Minolta, and the results were truly
impressive.
INTELLIGENT EXPOSURE
While the autofocus system is constantly checking and adjusting focus,
data on image magnification and focal
length are being fed to a very sophisticated multi-pattern metering system.
These patterns are made up of six
areas, and have the ability to detect a
variety of lighting conditions that vary
from high-key to low-key subjects as
well as average scenes.
To understand how well the system
works, we photographed a very small
man on a very light sand dune. Normally a meter would see all the light
sand and underexpose. With the 7000i,
one part of the multi-pattern metering
system picked up the small dark image, and assumed a high-key situation,
making the necessary correction. We
also took several photos directly into
the sun or its reflections trying to fool
the camera. The camera again recognized the small light object against a
dark background and made the appropriate correction for low-key subjects.
For the photographer who wants
more metering control, a spot meter is
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ity (A), shutter-priority (S), and manual (M) mode, which are accessed by
pressing the mode button on the left
and the up/down button on the right.
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provided. To activate the spot meter,
place the center spot on the area to be
read, press the spot meter button on
the camera back, recompose your picture, and press the shutter release. The
50

PHorographic/December 1988

autofocus system will continue to
monitor and refocus the lens, but the
meter will stay locked as long as the
button stays depressed. Even though
the spot button is well placed, we
found ourselves using the main metering system 99% of the time with very
little loss of accurate exposures.
The Maxxum 7000i has three creative exposure modes: aperture-prior-

EXPANSION CARDS

The Maxxum 7000i has its own
unique look with Creative Expansion
Cards. Each Expansion Card contains
a memory circuit connected to a microprocessor. These cards interface
with the camera's main computer and
use the data in the memory circuit to
control the camera's autofocus, expo-
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sure, and film-advance systems. To activate a card, open the door on the
right side of the camera and insert the
selected card with the gold contacts toward you.
As we tested these cards, we realized they resembled photo assignments
we have given in photo classes we have
taught over the years. The depth-offield assignment, for instance, was to
show students how to get the subject
and the background both in focus at
the same time. Another assignment
was to shoot an action photo at van-

ous shutter speeds to see the end results. Now all you have to do is insert
the card and the microprocessor does
the rest!
Bracket Card: The bracket card allows the photographer to bracket
three, five, or seven frames with !/3-, V$or full-stop increments. We found
this card to be an invaluable tool for
use with slide films that have narrow
exposure latitudes, such as Kodachrome 25 and 64, and some of the
high-speed Ektachromes. When you
press the shutter release, the camera

Multi-pattern metering
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Dreaming of a white*
Christmas?

Then you won't want to miss our
Christmas '88 package shown:
(Ashley Buff not included)
WL10,000 Studio Flash $250.00
GP9S 9' Lightstand
32.00
42D 42" Nylon Umbrella
25.00
Regular package price
$307.00
Special thru 12/31/88 $259.00
This is a legitimate $48 savings on
the most successful studio flash
made. Our totally self-contained
White Lightning 10,000 gives you
the power of most 400ws box and
cable systems weighing and costing lots more. It's easy to use yet
provides accuracy and quality beyond the most expensive systems.
Over 25,000 sold. Free shipping, 2
year warranty, super service and
it's made in the USA. Mastercard/
Visa OK, TN residents add 7.75%
tax. Available factory-direct only.
Xmas special expires 12/31/88.

* white lightning, that is!
T?UFF 1-800-443-5542 (615) 383-3982 in TN
I D= inc

RSn E.
F. Iris
Trie Dr.,
Fir Nashville,
IM

TN 37204

Morris has
a bright
, j *. ;,^
I It's an idea that's affordable, portable
;J i m^m and storable. It's the Morris DC
•I^B^P^B Super Slave, a sealed flash that is
triggered by your camera's flash and is powered by
8 AA batteries. With a guide number of 82 at ISO
100 (ft.) and 72° of coverage, it recycles every 3
seconds. See your Morris Dealer for the full line of
Morris products.
The Morris Company
1205 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IL 60607
312/421-5739

FREEI
TOKINA LENS •
ACCESSORY!

For a limited time, Tohmon U.S.A. is making it possible
for you to purchase a professional quality Tokina Optics
lens at a special price. Just choose your lens from our
outstanding selection and receive a free lens accessory
from Tokina Optics with your purchase
(a retail value of up to $50.00).
For more information about
this fabulous offer or to select
your lens and free accessory
CALL TODAY!!!

213-212-6937

Or write to us at:

TOHMON U.S.A. • 21081 So. Western Avenue • Suite 120A
Torrance, Ca • 90501
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will make a correct exposure, and then
bracket on each side of the correct exposure, until all the desired exposures
have been made.
Depth Card: The depth-of-field
card is designed for the wide-angle
shooter who wants to get everything in
focus. With this card, the focus and
aperture settings are adjusted automatically to provide maximum sharpness.
After inserting the card, press the
shutter release halfway down and the
camera will focus on the subject. Depress the shutter the remainder of its
travel and the lens will shift slightly
and then take the picture.
Sports Card: The sports card is designed to keep shutter speeds high to
allow stopping of the action even if
wide-angle lenses are used. We found
that shooting nature shots, where shallow depth of field was desirable, is
another possible use of this card.
Custom Card: This card allows the
photographer to change and fine-tune
seven different functions on the 7000i.
Functions include: (1) selectable exposure modes (combinations); (2) focushold button (lock, center focus, continuous); (3) shutter speed adjustment (1
or .5 stop); (4) slow shutter speed signal (on or off); (5) frame number
countdown (up or down); (6) film rewind (automatic or manual start); and
(7) film rewind (leader in or out).
The six other cards that we were unable to test include Shift, Highlightshadow, Fantasy, Data, Portrait, and
Close-up photography.
32001 FLASH
One of the most unusual devices introduced by Minolta is the companion
flash for the 7000i camera. The 3200i
flash has only two controls: on/off,
and lo. All functions for the 3200i are
controlled through the camera. The result is a flash that has no display panels, no charts, dials, or any type of
function switch.
To use the flash, simply slide the
flash cover off the top of the 7000i and
slide the unique flash coupling base of
the 3200i onto the top of the camera.
The flash will immediately lock onto a
heavy duty coupling. The advantage of
the unique mount is less damage to the
flash and camera, but, only specially
designed Minolta flashes will work on
the 7000i.
The 3200i is so intelligent that the
photographer no longer needs to decide when flash is necessary. When
there is more than a two-stop differ-
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professional
meter with total
information digital and analog
display, for fast
error-free readings.
Accurate to 1/10th
of anf-stop.
Optional 5
spot accessory

Your thumb controls instantaneous
combinations of aperture, shutter
speed and ISO. Shutter speeds: 30
minutes to 1 /8000th sec. Apertures:
f /1.0 tof/90.9. ISO: 3-8000.

Cine readings with an
8-to-128 fps range, with
the same button.
Rotating sensor head for fast, accurate
readings. Light weight (only 5.5 ounces).
And a light price too. (Less than half a
day's shoot.) Visit your Sekonic dealer.
Sekonlc R.T.S. 40-11 Burt Drive,
Deer Park, NY 11729, (516) 242-6801

THE ANSWER:

Flash synch,
in cord or
cordless mode,
from 1 sec. to
1/ 500th sec.

ence between the background and the
subject when using the P mode in sunlight, the flash turns on automatically
and gives a proper flash fill. If the
lighting ratio changes so that no flash
is required, the 3200i will remain in a
standby mode and not fire. If the photographer moves indoors or into a lowlight situation, the 7000i meter system
lets the flash know that it will be needed for all the photos.
Again, in P mode, if an even balance
between the subject and background is
desired, pressing the spot button
changes the flash sync speed from normal to a lower shutter speed, allowing
a correct exposure for the background.
This is helpful in very late afternoon
exposures where the light level is very
low and you want to balance the background with an unlit subject in the
foreground. If you don't want the flash
to fire, simply press the off button. To
return to the intelligent status, just
press the on button.
The 7000i and 3200i flash in the S
mode operate in a similar manner as in
the P mode, except you must physically turn on the flash unit. If the photographer desires more control over flash
fill in sunlight, the A mode can be
used. This allows the photographer to
take flash-fill pictures with ratios less

than the two-stop limit set when in the
P and S modes.
For total control of flash and background ratio, you may want to select
the M position on the 7000i. The 3200i
output can be varied by changing the
ISO on the 7000J and the background
exposure can be changed to over or
under by varying the f-stop and shutter speed. A ± in the viewfinder will
tell which direction you have shifted
the background exposure. The lo button on the back of the 3200i is depressed when a quick series of flash
pictures and low flash output per picture are needed. This is extremely
handy for quick sequences where flash
fill is needed. Because some of the expansion cards manipulate the f-stop
and shutter speeds, the 3200i should
not be used with them, and should be
turned off using the card button.
CONCLUSIONS
We can definitely say that the 7000i
has one of the most impressive autofocusing systems we have seen. The camera's futuristic sleek look and full automation make it a fine camera for the
"intelligent" amateur photograper.
Take Minolta's Maxxum 7000i for a
test drive yourself and see what your
friends have to say.
ffl
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Photo Buttons
Make them with
Badge-A-Minit
Everyone loves
a photo button
and now you
can include
them in your
line of services!
Sell photo buttons to
go along with each photo order
They're fast and easy to make
with Badge-A-Minit Photo
buttons cost only pennies to make, finished
buttons sell for much more
Send for a FREE 52 page color
catalog and idea book full of button
making ideas, or order your Starter
Kit for only $29.95 and start developing your profits today!

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. PG 1288
348 North 30th Rd. Box 800 LaSalle. IL 61301
Phone 815-224-2090
n Send me your FREE 52 page catalog and idea book
G Rush me a Starter Kit I am enclosing $29 95 plus $1 75
shipping (IL residents add ($1 87) tax)
D Visa D MasterCard
Credit Card »
Exp Date.
Name
Address.
City.
State.

-Zip.

Phone_L
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

PHOTographic/December 1988

53

